
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: Drama 
 
Unit Designers: Karin Dionne  
 
Level(s): Grade 8 Unit 4 

 
Time Span: 5 Weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
 
Summary of Unit:  
This unit is the study of the elements of drama where students examine the differences among the 
perspectives of a reader, an orator, and an actor. They read and listen to famous speeches and read and 
perform poetry. While reading these different genres, students analyze lines of dialogue, scenes, or words 
that are critical to the development of the story or message. They analyze how the use of flashback and 
foreshadowing can create a sense of suspense in the reader/listener. They pay special attention to word 
choice, and how word meaning is revealed not only in context, but also through tone and inflection. 
 
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
 RL.8.3: Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel     the action, 
reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 
 RL.8.6: Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader (e.g., 
created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor. 
 RL.8.7: Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or 
departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or actors. 
 W.8.1: Critique and write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
SL 8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- 
led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly. 
 a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on 
 that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas 
 under discussion. 
 b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals 
 and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
 c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and 
 comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 
          d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify             
 their own views in light of the evidence presented. 
SL.8.3: Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning 
and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
SL 8.5 Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen 
claims and evidence, and add interest. 
SL 8.6Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 
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Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 

 Students should know the text structures of plays, poems and essays, elements of plot, know the  
  meanings of purpose and point-of-view, and know what a central message or idea is. 

 
 Skills: 

 Students should be able to read plays, poems and essays with meaning using their knowledge of  
  text structure. 
 They should be able to find the purpose and point-of-view of an author. 
 They should be able to determine the central message of a literary work.  

 
Enduring Understandings: 
The media shapes our thinking and emotions. 
Reading with expression creates meaning.  
The tone of the speaker affects the meaning of spoken words. 
Gestures, body language and scenery can convey messages, just as words can.  

 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
How does environment influence events? 
How do beliefs influence outcomes? 
How is reading a script, a speech, or a poem different from a dramatic performance of those 
literary genres? 

 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
 Knowledge: 

 Students will know dialogue, drama, flashback, monologue, screenplay, script, and   
  staging.  
 They will know how tone can affect the meaning of lines of dialogue.  
 They will know how props and staging can add meaning to a script/dramatic presentation. 

 
 Skills: 

 Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful   
  to or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or  
  actors. 
 They will be able to use tone to affect the meaning of lines of dialogue. 
 Students will be able to compare/contrast poems, speeches and dramatic works with similar  
  themes. 
 They will be able to prepare/present interpretations of dramatic works. 

 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  
Double Entry Journal Responses  
 How particular lines of dialogue or incidents propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or 

provoke a decision. (RL.8.3, RL.8.6, RL.8.7) 
 

Class Discussions 
 Compare and contrast the plots, settings, themes, characters, and literary techniques used. Evaluate 

the claims made by classmates and evaluate the soundness of reasoning they use in discussion. 
(SL.8.1a, b, c, d, RL.8.6, SL.8.3) 

 
Written Arguments   
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 Critique and write arguments to support claims from literature or literary discussions with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence.(W.8.1)  
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 Dramatization/ Discussion 
 Read the script of The Diary of Anne Frank; then view the film version and compare it to the 

written version. Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays 
faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or actors. 
(RL.8.3, RL.8.5, RL.8.6, RL.8.7, SL.8.6) 

 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Learn what propaganda is and some common types of it. 
Read Anne Frank with expression. 
Explain how the stage directions add meaning to each scene. 
Viewing the dramatic performance of The Diary of Anne Frank noting similarities and differences.  
Viewing commercials and writing appropriate scripts for them including stage directions. 
Discussing the relevance of props/scenery. 
Read and discuss a variety of dramatic fiction and nonfiction about plays, playwrights, public speakers, 
and poets. 
Analyze how particular lines of dialogue propel the action and reveal aspects of a character. 
Compare and contrast characters, plots, themes, settings, and literary techniques used in plays and films. 
Analyze the extent to which a filmed production stays faithful to or departs from the text or script, 
evaluating the choices made by the director or actors. 
Write a variety of responses to literature and informational texts, including speeches. 
Conduct research on a playwright or public speaker of choice. 
Discuss how creating a sound argument is essential to engaging listeners in a speech. 
Perform for classmates in a variety of styles (e.g., drama, poetry, speeches, etc.). 
Participate in group discussions, and critically evaluate classmates’ arguments. 
 
Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Writing poems about the people/ideas studied in the unit. 
Composing an informative speech on a self-selected topic. 
Creating a Reader’s Theatre for a piece of literature studied this year. 

 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Websites listed below will provide additional resources for reading as well as research.  
Microsoft Word and Pages to publish written responses. 
Imovie, Garageband, etc.  will be used to create accompaniment to individual dramatic presentations. 
 
Instructional Resources: 
Prentice Hall Literature: Timeless Voices Timeless Themes Silver Level 
The Diary of Anne Frank 
Anne Frank Remembered 
www.annefrank.org 
Speeches by Famous Women (FamousQuotes.Me.UK) 
Famous Presidential Speeches (FamousQuotes.Me.UK) 
“A Poem for My Librarian, Mrs. Long” in Acolytes: Poems by Nikki Giovanni (Nikki Giovanni) “The 
Book of Questions” (Pablo Neruda)  
“I Have A Dream” (Martin Luther King, Jr). 
www.afropoets.net/nikkigiovanni.html 
www.nikki-giovanni.com 
www.poemhunter.com 
Video The Diary of Anne Frank  
Commercials 

 
Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 

performance/product. 
Dramatic Presentation 

http://www.annefrank.org/
http://www.afropoets.net/nikkigiovanni.html
http://www.nikki-giovanni.com/
http://www.poemhunter.com/
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